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A SERMON PREACHED 


in the Pariſh Church of Banbury on 


Tucſday the fourth ofMarch laſt paſt vpon ocea- 
ſion of a moſt tettible fire that happened thete on the Sab- 


bath day immediatly precedent , and within the ipace of foure 
houres was carried from the one end of the Towne to the other, 
with chat fury, ascontinuing to burne all the night, and much of 
the next day, it conſumed 103. dwelling houles, 20. kilne- 
houſes, and other out-houſes, tothe number of 660, 
bayes and vpwards,together with ſo much malt and 
cther graincand commodities , as amounted at 
leaſt to the value of twenty thou- 


| land pounds. 


The third time publiſhed and enlarged 
by the Author, 


WILLIAM WHATEL Y Vicar of Banbury 


— 2.PET.S8& 
The heauens being on fire ſball be diſſolued, and the 
element ſhall melt with feruent heat. | 
(Ce. . cy, vI67%) 
Lo xvDON, 
¶ Printed for George Edwards in Greene Ar hour 
without Newgate, 1630. 
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To his welbeloued neighbours the 


' Inhabitantsof the Borough of Banbury in the 
County of Oxvw, the Author wiſheth all bep- 
pineſſe, dedicating to them with this little 
| Booke, him(elfe and allthat bee 
ran doe, 
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Eare Brethren; A true 
Chriſtian is the onely 
happic man. Hee is a 
yner by all things. It 
bis ſtate decreaſe, his 
inne decreaſeth too If 
us body be ſicke, his 
corruptions ſicken al- 
ſo: If his outward man decay, his inward man 
is ſtrengthened. If earth fauour him leſſe, bee 
runs faſter to heauen: lffriends proue vnkinde, 
he truſts more in the kindnes of God. It death 
kill his body, it kills ſinne too, his greateſt cne- 
my, which, before, cannot be quite killed. But 
this happineſſe falleth not into the mouth of 
A3 a 
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a good man iu hi 


his-llecps and in his es; 
without his — iran > 


The bleſſing af Gad caſts noxgood-things vp- 
on vs in ſuch a eareleſſe faſhion, or 
idleneſſe. Wee muſt finde theta by Teeking; 
and attaine them by taking paines for them 
He that would fetch gaino but i leſia , du 
ſweat for it. When I ſaw-thoreforo the dam 
mage which you had ſuſtained in yourſtaces, 
bethought my ſelfe of helping you to reape 
ſome profit by that diſtreſſe. To that end l 
meditated theſe things, and ſpake them to you 
at our next publike meeting, Io che ſame end, 
haue mademy —— puttin mem 
into your hands, and preſenting them vnto 
your eyes, that you might not be able to for- 
get them vnleſſe you will put on wiltulnefle. 
Accept them gs ſignes of my tender care ouer 
you, and O that euery man amongſt you 
would get chis book into bis houſe and hn ds, 
and reade it more than once; and ſtudy irwith 
ſcrious attention. I knowirisnot of any great 
value in it ſelfe, but iris particularly and pecu- 
liarly fitted for your preſent vie, and in chat re- 
gard may more profit you, than a better 
treatiſe in another kinde. I know mine owne 
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The Epillle Dedicatory. 
eme tell, cg) neither dog 1; long to 
he publike. Po now hauen —.— alte 0 
of myrpriuate ſtudy, for your greater bene- 
gt in hape allo to detiue the, fxuir of your 
calamity to many more beſidestyour ſelues, 
[ would it might pleaſe the diuine Maieſty, 
to incline your willes to the following of 
the counſell which this booke preſents vn- 
to you. And O that he would allo ſtirre vp 
the hearts of all thoſe that ſhall reade theſe 
lines, to pray for your profiting by the ſtroke 
and withall, out of compaſſion to your 
wants, to bee as forward for your ſupply 
as ſome haue beene already. How happy 
ſhould this correction be (and how bleſſed 
the wiſe corrector) which ſhould at once 
further your reckoning by procuring your 
amendment, and further the reckoning of 
many more by inlarging their bounty : and 
how happy ſhould J account my ſelfe If I 
might become an happy inſtrument of both. 
On the bended knees of my ſoule I beg both, 
of him that can giue both, bur the firſt inthe 
firſt place. If our liues be better than before 
well are wee, though our ſtates bee neuer, 
ſo plentifull as they were before: but, woe 
vnto 


| The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
| vnto as if we recouerour wealth; withoat re- 
| forming our faults. The all-powerfull and moſt 
{ acious God, worke the fortner in you, the 
þ tet for you: with this prayer I leaue you to 
| | his goodneſſe, and reſt. 


Your well-wiſhing Paſtor, 


William Whately. 
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OR 


A Sermon preached 


AT BANBVRY. 


W a Elbeloued Neighbours » 
Friends, and Brethren in 
6 our Lord ; To wellprepared 
Hearers, a Preface is both 
tedious, and ſuper fluons : 
) ſuch, I preſume , the pre- 
v [ent hand of God hath made 
you, more than any _ of mine can do; for fight 55 
afar more powerful I commanding ſenſe, than hea- 
ring. Accept therefore, I pray jou, f a double errand, 
which I haue to do vnto you;one in mine owne _ 
another in the Name of God, From my {elfe, 1 


would ſpeake,partly, to them that baue beene ſmit- 
B ten 
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ten with this beauy ſtroke 5 partly, to them that 


 bauseſcaped it. To tbe former, by way of condoling 


with them firſt, then of confort ing them. To the 
latter”, tothngratulate with them, and to inſtruct 
them. Had I beene aſiranger, to lodge amongst you 
for anight alone; or a traueller, to bait in your 
Towne for an houre, or paſſe thorow your ſtreets 
for a moment, yet I could not but haue ſadly lamen- 
ted ſo beauy a ſpectacle, the flaming of ſo many 
bou(es at once, the conſuming of ſo much ſubſtauce, 
the out-crits of fo many perſons , the deſolation of 
ſo great a number of your dwellings ; but being an 
inbabitant , borne, bred , and brought vp among ſt 
you from mine infancie, and nouer abſent from you 
aboue ſeuen yeeres, for learuings ſake ; and nom at 
laſt a Miniſter amongit you, and Paſtor ouer you, 
for the ſpace of rwentie yerres rogenber ; I might be 
iuſtiy charged to haue loſs all ſenſe and bunanity, 
if I were not deepely touched with your calamirie. 
Giue mine eyes leaue therefore, to ſpeate onto. you 
mtbe ef teares: and ſecing Iheard ſo ge- 
neralacry for wu, water, the other day; let 
me alſo cry water, water ; and bt all our eyes 
ioyne together, to powre forth a ſlreame of water, 
ſufficient ro quench the remainders of thoſe flames 
which are yet burning amongſt you, yea , to quench 
the 
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the glowing fire of Gods difpleaſure for our finnes, 
which haue iuStly kindled all theſe flames amongſt 
cvs. There haue beene mournfull Prophets in Iſrael 
whoſe errand was to take vp a lamentation ouer 
their people, and call their hearts ro mourning 
and ſadneſſe ; ſuch an one it becommerh me to bee 
at this time, and in this place, and, O that I could 
performe it effeftually. For where ſbould we ratber 
weepe than here ? in the preſence, aud in the cares, 
of our moſt gracious Father , who bath louingly 
ſmitten cvs , ana loueth to ſee his children ſenfible 
of bis blowes, neither can endure more than our 
ſelues ; ſuch hard bearted ſonnes and daughters, 
45 will make nothing of a beating, Moderate teares 
are pleafing to God that ſmiterb , who doubrleſſe- 
would haue bis children ſorry, that they haue made 
him angry : neither can any thing leſſe become a 
Chriſtian than ſenſeleſſe ſtoiciſme. Moderate 
teares are profitable to men that are ſmitten , who 
be worſe than diuers beaſts, if they profic not by 
ſtripes, and cannot wax better bythem, if they re- 
fuſero ſmart vnder them. Let vs therefore weepe 
together, becauſe we haue berne afflifted together, 
yea , becauſe wer haue a'together finned and pro- 
cured affiiftion ; weepe jon that haue loſt your 
goods or houſes in whole , or in part, and let mee 
B 2 weepe - 
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weepe With yon; becauſe the Lords hand bath 
falne vpon you, and your finnes haue prouoſted bis 
hand; warpe you that haue bebeld. the loſſes of 
Jour bretbren , — jour ſelues haue deſerued 
the croſſe as well as they , and cannot tell bow ſoone 
you may feele it. Weepe you my neerer neighbours 
of rhe Towne, that ſtood amaxed and perplexed 
with fearefull ſu 75 ſþence , hoping , and yet doubting 
what would become of your awne goods and houſes. 
Weepe you my remoter neighbours of the country, 
that ſtood aſtoniſbed in the beholding of ſuch a re- 
medileſſe accident, and could not haue leaſure then 
to weepe for wondring, or helping, or both, Weepe 
you that were then abſent , and ſaw it not, but baue 
beene this morning ſpectators af ſo great a deſola- 
tion, as I thinke few of your eyes haus euer ſcens be- 
fore. Weepe out of feare, as children, that ſee their 
fathers wrath in beating tbeir brethren, and know 
not who mult ſuffer next. WWeepe in charity, to ſhrew 
your ſelues feeling members of the ſame body, 
Whereof when one member is =Y all. de m- 
Pathixe. Meepe in pity to helpe to eaſe the burthens of 
the diſtreſſed, Who cannot but finde their croſſes mi- 
Fig ated, in finding a part of their ſor;owes borne by 
others. Weepe in obedience, to fulfill the moſt ex. 
Preſſe commandement of our God, by weeping with 
them 
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them that weepe. VVeepe as men, becauſe you are 
witneſſes of the miſeries of men. VVeepe as Chriſli- 
ans, becauſe they be Chriſtians that ſuffer, VVeepe 
as next neighbours , becauſe your next Acighbours 
and familiar acquaintance haue ſmarted, And 
lets all lift p our voices and weepe, in the 
hearing of the Lord.thy God, wichin bis bouſe, 
that ſeeing vs humbled vnder bis holy band, bee 
may know what courſe to take with Vs , as once he 
ſaid to \ſracl , after their exefling of the golden 
Calfe. The Lord compares himſelfe to a fatber , 

that hangs bet wirt anger and pity, reſolued on 

neither, but inclined to that, that the carriage of 
his children may call for - by ſtriking: further if 
they ſlvope not, and defiſting from Hripen if they. 
doe. Alas, alas, What, breach hat thou Lord 
wade among ſi vs? Haw many dwelling places 
are become deſolate ! How many inhabitants de- 
ſliture of habitation? How many wealtby men, 
made leſſe yealtby y and poore men more poore ? 

Ham many rich meu are. become poare., and poore 
wen beggers ? How are. the labours of many a fa- 
ther, Grand: farber, great Grand. father, ſuddenly 
conuerted into ſmoake and rubbi(b,, in the (pace of a 
day and night? O theraging fury of the tempeſtous 
winds, when they baue once gotten fire and flame 
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within their bluſtring maurbei ] O the bideous vio- 
lence of fire and flames, when they haue gotten to 
themſelues the wings of the wind to flie about with. 
all! And O the loathfome odiouſneſſe of thoſe wic- 
ked fines of ours, which like fooles we loue ſo deare- 
ly, and bug ſo fait within our boſomes ; yet alas, 
we ſee they cauſe a tender bearted farber to burne 
in diſpleaſure againſt vs, ' Weepe 1 pray you and 
ſpare not, but weepe like Chriſtian men, yea, like 
men that are ſanttified through the knowledge of 
Chriſtianitie.' Weepe not onely, nor chiefly , nor 
ſcarce at all, for the loſſe of your goods, the ruine_ 
of your howſes , the impoueriſbing of your ſtates, 
the wants that you way perbaps juffer; but weepe 
alſo, yea, weep c hieſſy, and in a mmuner oneiy, for 
the finnes of your ſoules, the diſorders of your liues, 
the priuate offences of your families, the publique 
offences of the towne, and particular tr mnſpreſlion s 
of your perſons, The teures of the fleſb be fouitleſſe 
feares, ana the ſorroweoof nature, barren farrowes; 
but the teares of graute, and the monrning of rhe. 
ſdirit , are a ſeed moſt precious and mo#l fertile. O 
that wee could now ſow them in great abundance 
for our future benefit, Hee ſhall gaine much by 
worldly lsſſes , that turneth the griefe of bis loſſes 
-oþon his fines, Bur, my brethren , let not your 
weeping 
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weeping and lanentation bes like that o, Rahel, 
whereof the Prophet foretelleth , tha (hee wept 
and would not be comforted: nay, but let wee 
go on to giue vou comfort, and dos you prepare. 
Jour ſelues to tate it. In truch, no griefe is profi- 
table to man, or pleafing to God, further than it 
renderh to comfort , and endeth in is. As good not 
mourne at all, as drowne our ſelues in aur gwne.. 
teares: now therefore flop your weeping for 4 
ſpace, and let me become your comforter , and call 
jou to rejoycing in the middeſt of this crofſe ,, and 
in deſpight of is. What can better become a Miniſter 
of the Goſpell, than to raiſe vp thoſe that are ſad 
and heauie in heart? and ſceing we be furniſbed of 
meanes, to comfort the ſoule againſt its greatest 
and moſt intolerable euils ; [ball wee not bee able to 
reuiue it againſt any outward calamitic > Make. 
your ſelues cbeerefull therefore in the Lord your 
God, as once we read that Dauid did at Ziglag, 
when his caſe was worſe than the worſ# of yours. 
For be had nos alone loſt bis houſe and goods; but 
bis wiue and children to boot , and wh them the 
loue of, in a manner, all his ancient ſouldiers, which 
( impuring their miſerie to him) began at length 
to talle of toning their Generall, And if you will 
bu; cleare vp your eyes 4 little from weeping , and 
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caft them *opward, towaru the Ruler of beauem, 
there is floreof comfort in bim, that can neuer loſe 
tbat wortthy title of the Gd of all comfort. For, 
my brethren, ho bath loſt norhing in this great loſſe 
of yours, neither is bis ſtate decaied, becauſe ſome 
of yours be ſo ; nor &s he leſſe wealthy in the leſſe- 
ning of your wealth,' Suppoſe that one of your chil- 
dren bad loft a groat ora teſtar , which it pleaſed 
one of you to giue him, would that loſſe vndoe him, 
thinte you ? muſt bee be ſtarued or hunger-bitten 
becauſe that poore peece of filuer. could bee found no 
more? Or ſuppoſe ſome man of wealth and place, 
ſbould haue bad his out-bouſes burnt, in which the 
ſlaues and Hinds of bis family did wont to lodge ? 
mu} they therefore embrace the rockes for a coue- 
ring, as lob ſpraketh? and be wet with the ſhowers 
of beauen for want of conuenient lodging? O no 
my brethren , a wealthy. maſter will prouide an 
houſe for his bondmen to put their heads in, and 
ſet vp a better, if a worſe be burnt ; andthe ma- 
ny pounds that ramaine in the fathers cheſt, ſhall 


ſupply the wants of - a childe that hath loſt bis ſmall 


ftocke of aferw ſhillings. God is your maſter,God is 
your father; and ſeeing a Chriſtians riches are in 
Gods keeping , he muſt count bimſelfe to baue loſt 
nothing, ſo long as God bath loſt nothing, The Lord 


of 
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of Hæauem hath an much money ;\ anit as much mer- 
cie now as cuer hee bad. Therefore ſhould you bee 
as toyful now as ener, and fay wich Dauid, the Lord 
is my ſhepherd, (as much fncerbe fire as before) 
and therefore I am ſure I ſball nat want, It is cafic 
with God to reſtore youmore then all thus (and twice 
ſo much as this ) which the raging flames haue do- 
woured:; And if his neuer-deceiued wiſdoms ſee it 
fit for you, be will more than make vp your loſſes,and 
cauſe your latter end to be more plencifull than your 
beginnings, 4s it was once promiſed and performed 
to diſtreſſed lob. 1 called ppow you ro mourne 
before, not becauſe you bad loſs your wealth, 
but becauſe this croſſe doth come from God, 
as a figne of bis diſpleaſure. I call ypon younow 
ro be comforted, becauſe rhe Lord will accept your 
humiliation, and ſhew himſelfe reconciled. But ſay 
it ſbould pleaſe your heauenly Father, to make your 
earthly portion ſcanter to your dying day, than it 
bath beene heretofore; yet haue you cauſe , my bre- 
thren, and moſt abundant cauſe , to comfort your 
ſoules in him, that bath granted you farre better 
things than tho ſe thut are earthly, Hee hath left 

you himſelfeyhis ſonne, his ſpirit the bope of bis king- 
dome, the promiſes of bis Goſpell, that rich and pre- 
tious Ie well of Faith, and( that that Dauid thought 
C to 
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#0 be better than thouſands of gold and filuer ) rhe 
iudgements of bis mouth, He hath left youthe ſpi- 
rituall blefangs, wherewith hes hath bleſſed you in 
Christ, that by fixing your eyes on them ( the more in 
the abſence of theſe meaner things, which did call 
_your thoughts from them) you might cauſe the con- 
fider ation of theſe ſo ſurpaſiing excellent things, to 
wake the loſſe of the trifles ſeeme nothing, A man 
loſeth a payre of gloues, or knife, or bandkerchiefs, 
our of bis poket , but his purſe ( wherein were 
many rich Jewels with ſtore of gold and filuer ) her 
loſeth not; will that loſſe rorment him, or breake his 
ſleepe ? God bath giuen thee, that art his childe, his 
Pir ir of adoption to ſcale rhee to bimſelfe, the bloud 
of his Sonne to purge thee from thy finnes, and the 
beginnings of bolineſſe , as an carneſt penny of thy 
perfect happineſſe , and (ball the loſſe of a fem goods 
and a dirty houſe , make thee looke with a deiected 
countenance, or carrie a ſad heart about with thee ? 
O make it appeare that you count Gods f..uour ; 
Cbriſts bloud , the Spirits power, riches enougb , by 
ioying in theſe abundantly , euen then when ye want 
riches, Reiqyce more that thy ſoule is freed fromthe 
danger of being euerlaſtingly burnt in thoſe -on- 
quenchable flames of hell fire, than grieue that 
thy goods are burnt in the flames of this fire 
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thar is well neere: alreagy quenched , cuen with. 
in the ſpace of a day or two. Bee more glad that 
thou baſt ſuch an fubſdance laid -p in 
thoſe celeſtiall habirazions ( whether neither rheefe 
nor enemir, nor mater nor fire caw approch ) as ſhall 
neuer be taken from. thee by fire or any at her acci- 
dent , thaw be ſad beranſe rig rid fubſtance is 
much of it marred ai com. ¶ you haus ſpr- 
rituall eyes , ſhemu now by looking to things inut- 
fie, and by raking mirhiny elofeof your goods, 
cuen iu chus manner alſo as the Sams x of old did ile 
loffe of theirs in another meaning. it werd a ſbame + 
of all ſhames, if earthly loſſes ſhould rake away com- 
fort from a Chriſtian heart, that bath beavendy: 
benefits remaining entire cvnto it. Let them be tur- 
mented with comfurtioſſe griefes, at the loſſe of 
houſe and goods, that know not, wor haue, avy' 
thing better than houſe or goods: hut for them which- 
ſay they know that all this world is nothing , aud. 
Profeſſe that they expect an Vndefiled and — 
ding inheritauce in another worls, for them (1fay 
ro make agreat mourning for jo little a laſſe, hen 
ſo incomparable gaines abide behinde to delight in, 
not hing can be — and pwr caſonable. Your 
Fahey bath ſtore of rboſe trifles which you' want, 
be bath gramed you _ of _ Farre better 
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than cheſe; reioyce in lim, reioyce in tlem, and I 
require vou in Gods name, and as you be Chriiti- 
ans, let nut this croſſe cruſb your hearts, what euer 
become of your eflates” Tea verily lret hren, thoſe 
of you that haue felt and are like to feele moi 

miſery by the pre chaſliſements, haue yer cauſe 

comforting sbamfelues im 4 thankful: ach,. 
ledgement of the greater wiſeries," which hey 
might haue fuffered, and haue eſcaped,  _ 

Are we not bappy that more than halfe. the 
Towne it kft entire and wndefaced, rbough I 
thinks athird part haue paſſed thoro w the flames? 
Are Wer not happy that our goods and bouſes 
alone, nor ou wines and children , our lines and 
bodids, haue Veene ſaiæ ed yponby the furie of this 
inſufferable element > Had the wind and fire con- 
ſdived. Ps. at midnight, as. at none day; 
bad they beone ſuffered to lic in ambuſh till wee had 
beraten our ſelues to quiet reſt, as they brake 
forth when we were all awake , and ſtirring abroad 
to ſorue God; no doubt but many a man bad loft 
an arme, mn a legge , many an eye, ſome their 
lines, many their children , many their wines , many 
rheiy friends; which would: hue been Jo ſud- 
aeniy ſurprized with the rynexpetted comming 
of that greedy enemy , as — — 
bethought 
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betbought rhemſelues of a meanes in that baſte, 
and in ſuch darkeneſſe , either to haue fled f omit, 


or drouen it from them, 
' Herein therefore atknowledge you the gencleneſſe 
and clementie of "God, rbat did ſo moderate this 
chaſtiſement ,” in regard of the ſeaſon of its break-> 
ing forth, as that you eſcapeda farre greater mi- 
ſery than that which you haue ſuſtainedby is, Wee 
mul as well looke from what we haue beene deli- 
ered, as what wee baue endured, that our thank- 
fulneſſe may moderate our ſorrows,and our toy in the 
one, may remper our griefes for the other. 
Take comfort therefore, how great ſoeuer thy 
loſſe is, thas thy croſſe is nor greater : Take comfort 
in this, that your ſelues or your friends were not 
batfe burnt in your beds : Take comfort 
in this, that you haus receiued thoſe heauenly 
evertues, Which the fire cannot burne ; take 
comfort, that God is ſtill yours, ſtill rich 
and all. ſufficient; and in this rake comfort too, 
that if you doe, as I hope you will, make a good 
roſe of th this, the Lord will finde a meancs to 
lade you with bis bleſſings, and reſtore the. 
things that the fire hath deuoured, as once he pro- 
miſerhto doe, thoſe that the Graſbopp ers had ca- 
ten vp. Mourne (o before God, as thus to comfort 
C3 your 
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Jour ſclues in God, and bleſſed be that mourning, 
bleſſed that comfort. "1 
Now hauing thus ſetled your hearts, that came 
bleeding hit her with Gods blowes, let me turne my 
ſpeech to you that baue onely felt the wind of the 
as it were, and not the ſmart of it , and ſome 
not ſo much as the wind: and with you, and for you, 
and for my ſelfe among the reſt, let me bleſſe and 
praiſe God, and greatly reioyce in bim, that bath 
ſpared the greater part of the Towne, quite contra- 
rie to our feares and cries , that ſaid we were all vn- 
done, and that ſure all the towne would be ( as ca- 
ſih it might baue all beene) burnt. Bleſſed be God, 
that a part alone, and not the whole Borougb, bath 
beene couſumed , and that the greateſt part remai- 
nech to ſuccour the leſſer, Bleſſed be God that Ban- 
bury Towne alone, and not Banbury Country, kept 
fo beauy 4Sabbath , and fitteth in duſt and aſhes. 
Bleſſed be God, that many Townes at once had not 
felt whaE bauocke wind and fire can make when 
they meg together and ioyne their forces in one. 
This buxning was terrible indeed, but nothing to 
that which we haue heard of, and ſome of our eyes 
Laue [eene in other countries, by name in Germa- 
ny, whither a reuerend Diuine , not long ſince ac- 
companying an Ambaſſadour, affirmed that his 
owne 
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owne eyes told there at one inſtant , the number of 
fix and rwentie cvillages and townes, all burning ar 
once round about one citie. O ſuch a flame as that, 
would haue made our burning ſceme none other 
than a playfull bonefire, for children to [port about. 
But bleſſed, bleſſed be the moſt bigh God , that ſuch 
fires, ſowittingly kindled by the malitious hands of 
mortall enemies, haue not waſted and conſumed 
Towne and Country and all, that neither ſhould bee 
able to yeleeue other, Reioyce therefore all of you, 
that haue not felt that ſeuerity whereof your neigb- 
bours and friends haue taſted, becauſe the Lord 
hath pleaſed to reſtraine the furie of the fire, and not 
ſuffer ir ro ſeize on your goods and houſes: and you 
that haue [uſtained much dammage your ſelues , yer 
ſbew your (clues feeling members, and reioyce with 
them that reiozce. Be glad that thou baſt ſcaped 
what others haue felt; be glad that others haue ſca- 
ped that thou haſt felt: let thy freedome ſeeme to 
thee greater , becauſe others went nat free , and 
bleſſe the Lord the more for it, Let thy miſery 
ſeeme to thee the leſſe, becauſe others baue not en- 
dured the like miſery ; and bleſſe thou the Lord as 
much for their freedome, as thou bemoaneft thine 
owne damage : out of freedome and out of miſcrie 
both, wee mus} all picke matter of rhankſgiuing ; 
neither 
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neither (bould any affliftion euer befall vs, but tha 
we ought to take notice that God doth ſhew therein 
more mercie than rigour , more gentleneße than 
fharpeneſſe. But aboue all my bretbren, I congratu- 
late with them amongſt you, that haue begun to 
lay the foundation of an edifice of bountie, for their 
releefe that are now forced to want releefe , and 
hauebrought it to me, as it were, the firſt fruits of 
bountic and compaſſion ; whom I will not ſo farre 
defraud of heir iuſt praiſe , but that I will name 
them vnto you inthe ſame order that they made 
themſelues knowne to me, and not in the order of 
their places in other reſpecti. 

The firſt I will not name, becauſe he is neere vn- 
to my ſelfe,the fountaine from wbome I haue iſſued, 
who ( befides that which his owne hands baue 
largely diſtributed ) did put into mine hands alſo, 
yeſterday morning, the ſummzof twenty ſhillings, 
to diſtribute to the poorer ſort, that were extremely 
cowfortleſſe, 

The ſecond was an old acquaintance, ſchoole- 
fellow, fellow pupill, chamber. fellow of mine, M. 
loſcph Palmer by name, along Student, and 5kil. 
full Practitioner in the neceſſarie Science of Phy- 
ficke, who ſent me the ſame day ten ſhillings,#o be 
in like manner beſtowed. 

| The 
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The third was a worthy aud we ed Knightd 
that hath lately taken an habitation amongſt vs, and 
liueth to bee an ornament to the noble profeſſion of 
Armes, Sir Thomas Dutton Wickham, in this 
Pariſh , who gaue me with his owne hands twenty 
thillings for the ſame preſent vſe, withall earneſtly - 
exhorting mee to ſtirre p the liberality of the 
Country, at this preſent meeting. 

Laſtly, the right Worſhipfull Six William Cob 
of Adderbury, Knight, wich the reuerend Maſter 
Oldis Miniſter of che ſame Towne,andthe Morſbip. 
full Maſter william Danuers , tame bome to mee 
yeſterday, and brought with them that which was 
better than money, a declaration of their picrifull 
reſpelt of our loſſes -requeSting me to per ſwade rhe 
Maeiftrates, that they fbould take ſome ſpeedy 
courſe for the ſupplying of the preſent greatneceſ- 
ty of the poorer fort, promiſing themſe luer to ſhew 
their louiug reſpect to tbe Towne, and tender com- 
paſſion to the poore. 

With thoſe particulars which I know, and all 
others which 1 know not that haue declared the like 
compaſſion and bounty, I congratulate the good- 
n:ſſeof Godto them, and in them. Bleſſed bee the 
merciful, bleſſed be they that confider wiſely of the 
poore , bleſſed be thoſe that will lend freely to = 

D When 
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when he comes a borrowing in his needy ſeruants 
and children. Bleſſed be thoſe that ſhew themſclues 
living members of the ſame body , by commiſerating 
and releeving ths miſeries of the miſerable : and 
bleſſed be God for all, who giueth all to all, and 
bath taken but {ome from ſome, and hath giuen to 
others an heart to. affoord releefe to them from 
Whom he hath taken almo8} all. 

And now ( brethren) let me beſeech and exbort 
vou all to follow the good examples of thoſe that haue 
gone before you in the practiſe of thoſe moſt excel. 
lent graces. of mercy and liberalitic. Now j; a time 
When we muſt put you in mind of, and you muſt care- 
fully follow the charitable coumſell of Iohn the Bap- 
tiſt to his atrentiue hearers; let him that hath two 
coats, giue one to him that hath none; and let him 
that bath food, doe likewiſe, For this end hath the 
Lord ſpared you, that you ſhould learne not to bee 
ſparing to your brethren. Put your ſelues to volun- 
tary charges in workes of mercy, ſeeing the Lord 
hath forborne to put you to this neceſſary loſſe which 
orbers haue ſuffered. Giue ſomething to them from 
whomGodbathtaken, becauſe it bath pleaſed him 
not to take from you that which hee had formerly 
given. Bee good Stewards of that which God hath 
left in your cuſtody, that he may not declare bis an- 
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ger agaiuſt you , for your being niggardly of that 
which bee -vouchſafed to leaue with you, that it 
might be an inſtrument of bounty. New forget not to 
diſtribute and communicate, and to offer thoſe [a 
crifices wherewith the Lord is pleaſed to teſtifie 
himſelfe well pleaſed, Now let your abundance ſup- 
ply their wants, whomGod hath therefore called to 
want, that hee migbt giue you an occafion of de- 
claring the abundance of your charitie, in commiſe- 
rating and relecuing their want of-neceſ[aries. No 
coſt is more religiouſly , more vertuouſiy, more 
thriftily beſtowed , than that which is laid cup in 
heauen, though it be laid out on earth. Bountifull and 
merciful actions are the beſt bargaines, and the. 
beſt purcoaſes. No fire /ball be able to conſume thoſe 
riches, Wherewith a man doth enrich himſelfe by 
ſuccouring thoſe that are diſtreſſed. This is a good 
and a ſure foundation, laid vp againſi the time to 
come, Shew your thankfulneſſe to God by your libe- 
ralitie to his, people: let almes-deeds bee your 
thanke-offerings, that Godmay ſtill preferue jqur 
ſubStance for new thanke-offerings, There is no ſu- 
rer way to keepe your ſelues from euer Want ing, 
than by taking care that others want net glich wit 
for your likeralitie muſt uteds ber preſſed. and pin- 
ched with. wants, ic amore bleſſed. bing #0 gine 
| | D 2 than 
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than to recriue, as Chriſt bimſelfè bath told vs 
Giue willing / y, giue ſpeedily, giue plentifully , that 
the Lord may wake you alwayes.giuers rather than 
Fecemers. Nes SY 

Bur I beſeech you ( brethren ) let there be none, 
no not one among ſt you, that out of a malicious do- 
fire to ſcurge pietie , ſo nicke-named, pon our 
fides, (ball mocke at Puritaniſme, vpon occafion of 
this band of God which hee hath ſtretched out «- 
gainſt vs, whom the world hath pleaſed, but falſely, 
ro terme Putitans, Or if any man will needs take 
occafionto laugh at his brethren , whom his father 


ſees good to correct before his eyes, we cannot but be 


aſſured that ſuch ncy and wantonneſſe ſball 
much diſpleaſe that lowing Father, which -vſeth 
his rods to warne one in anothers ſufferings : and 
leauing bim to be iudged by God, that can tate his 
times of fit corrections for all his ſonnes and daugh- 
ters, we will pitty bis ignorant follie that doth ſo 
muſſe-interpret the Lords ſeueritie, comforting our 


ſelues withrbe Apoſtles ſaying , that hath told vs, 


bowludgement begins at the houſe of God, and 
that the father cortecteth eucry ſonne whom 

he recciueth; © © ay | 
Aud ſo much ('will-beloued Brethren ) thought 
T fit to ſprakoryrito vom um my ſelfe, and in mine 
| : o ne 
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on n Now bauing finiſbed mine owe er- 
rand, Icome to ſpeate -onto you as Chriſts Ambaſ- 

ſadour, in hit name, and in his words, as himſelſe 
did utter them in S. lohns Goſpell, ſaying, 


a loun 5.Vnn.14. 
Sime no more, leſt aworſe thing come -onto thee... 


His ſentence was ſpoken by our b'eſſed 
IP Saviour himſelfe to a man whom him- 
ſelfe had a little before, miraculouſly 
MB cured of a long and lingering ſick- 
geſſe. It is a plaine ſentence, that the 
weakeſt capacitie may conceiue it. A ſhott ſen- 
tence, that the ſeebleſt 2 may retaine it, It is 
very needſull, becauſe it declareth a moſt behoue- 
full dutic; ang very terrible, becauſe it threatens a very 
fearcfull puniſhment : You cannot but ſee it dividing it 
ſelfe into two portions. A plaine commandement , a 
ſharpe threatning; the firſt , enioyning the right vſe of 
former calamitics; the ſecond thteatning, the neglect of 
ſuch vſe , with new and worſe calamities. Sinne no more, 
that is the commandement , know it to practiſe it; /eſt « 
worſe thing fall pon theeʒ that is the threatning, know it 
and auoid it: The former ſaying may perhaps ſeeme 
ſtrange,for who can attaine to ſuch perfection, f /innive 
no more f When the Scripture telleth vs, that in many 
things we (in all, and that no man liuethand ſinneth not: 
The latter ſaying may perhaps ſeeme impoſſible, for 
who can imagine a worſe miſerie, then eight and thirty 
yeares ſickneſſe? Bur if we conſider the inſinitneſſe of 
Gods luſtice, we ſhall eaſily perceiue, that it is eaſie to 
him to lay a wotſe crofle, than any that befell formerly, 
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n him that will not profit by that which he bath ſelt 
already; for ſure the Locd hath as much power, as man 
hath ſin, and can as quickly make the weight of puniſh- 
ment heauier as man can make the weight of fin'hea- 
uicr. Andif we conſidet the infinichefitof Gods grace 
in Chriſt, accepting the will for the deed, and working 
the will and the deed; we ſhall eafily ſee the meaning of 
Chriſt in bidding him ſinne wo mere. Know then, that 
theſe words ate to be vnderſtood cuangelically, in - 
that the Lord will reckon him to have ſinned che more, 
that doth ſtedfaſtly purpoſe, and conſtantly labour to 
ſinne no more, To ſotſake at leaſt the vſuall praftiſe of 
groſſe ſins, and the willing allowance of all, euen the 
leaſt knowne fins ; this is in the Goſpell phraſe to /i» no 
more, and this is both poſſible, and alſo eaſie to him that 
is begotten from aboue. In theſe words then, you haue 
two points to note; A duty, and the danger, if weneg- 
lect the duty: Of the firſt at this time, at another 
time of the later, 

Learne therefore [pray you, from the mouth of our 
bleſſed Sauiour, that one ſpeciall vſe of our afflictions is 
our reformation. His chaſtiſements muſt reclaime vs 
from our euill wayes; and though before wee were af- 
flicted, we went aſtray, yet afterwards, we muſt ceaſe to 
ſinne any more , and learne his righteous judgements ; 
Coe and (in no more. This is the fruit that the Lord doth 
looke for, from his correfions. This is that, which 
Iſay the Prophet dorh teach vs alſo, ſaying Chap. 27. 
ver 9. by cbi ſhall the iniquity of Iacob be parged, and this 
is all fruit to take away this ſinne; why doth the Gold- 
ſmith caſt his gold into the furnace, but that it may 
come out more pure from droſſe? And fo doth the Lord 
try vs in the furnace of aduetſity, that the droſſe — our 

nes 
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ſinnes may be purged from vs. And that we ſhould be 
reformed by croſſes it appeareth, becauſe the Lord 
complaineth for want of this effect, Iſay 1.5. ſaying,why 
ſhraldyoube ſmitten any more ? yee will revolt more and 
wore: as if he had ſaid; that it is in vaine to correct a 
people, that will not be amended by cotrections. And 
by the Prophet Amos, Chap. i. vet. 8. the Lord doth ſiue 
times together reptoue the people, that notwithſtan- 
ding the diuers calamities wherewith he had declared 
his diſpleaſute againſt them ſor their ſins, yet ye haue not 
returned vnto me, ſaith the Lord Hoſts. Now there is 
no true conuerſion without amendment. If we caſt not 
away our tranſgreſſions, we cannot be counted true 
conuerts; Seeing then, the not conuerting to God by 
meanes of chaſtiſements, is greatly condemned, and 
amendment is achicte parc — we muſt needs 
confeſſe that the Lord requireth that this conuei ſion 
and amendment ſhould follow from his ſtripes. No 
man will queſtion this truth. The plainneſle of it ſhall 
ſpare vs a labour of further proofes, 

Two ptincipall reaſons may perlivade vs to it: Firſt, 
fin is the cauſe of all the miſetie we feele, miſetie there- 
fore (ſhould induce vs to forſake ſinne. For it is a brutiſh 
folly ro complaine of any euill, and not obſerue the 
cauſe that deſerueth the ſame, to temoue it. Seeing the 
Lord is the Iudge and Ruler of all the world, and that 
nothing doth befall the ſons of men, but by his appoint. 
ment, (as our Chriſtian Religion commandeth vs to be- 
leeue which teacheth the doctrine of — pro- 
uidence) either we muſt impute vniuſtice and cruelty to 
God,as it he were angry for nothing, & delighted in the 
Creatures vahappineſſe(which blaſphemy nature it ſelſe 
abliorteth, as moſt repugnant to all tight „ 
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how ſhould that be found in God ? the fouataine of all 
goodneſſe, which inakerh the men in hom it is found, 
to all loſe the honour of goodneſſe) or elle wee muſt 
conſeſſe, that our wickedneſſe is the roote of all our 
wretchedneſſe; and that therefore wee are ſmitten by 
God,becauſe we haue tranſgreſſed the Law of God, and 
hence alſo muſt conclud ( even out of loue to our 
owne welfarre, as well as out of duty to our maker) 
that we will ſurcly caſt from vs thoſe things, which wee 
finde in experience to be miſchieuous vnto vs. What 
childe is there who being whipped, doth not cry out 
I will doe no more, I will doe no more > What malefa- 
Qor wi l not preſently promiſe to leave the praftiſe of 
thoſe crimes, that procure his bands and impriſon. 
ment? We are void of that vndetſtanding which is to 
be found in very infants, and in the worſt of men, if wee 
make not the like concluſions, from the ſtripes and pu- 
niſhments which our heauenly father, and the chiefe 
ruler of his whole world, doth inflict vpon vs. Tell me 
then, is not Cod the author of thine afflitions , what- 
ſocuer the ſecondary cauſe be? cither confeſſe this, or 
profeſſe thy ſelfe an heathen, an Epicure; and if this be 
true, either when thou feeleſt the prints and ſcars of his 
diſpleaſure againſt thy ſinnes, thou muſt reſolue to 
leaue thy ſinnes, ot elſe confeſſe thy ſelſe a foole, a beaſt, 
that hath noregard of his own happineſſe and comforr. 
Againe, this is the ſole way of becomming great gai- 
als our miſeties, to reforme our liues and caſt awa 
our fins. And who would not doe that worke ( — 
painful y) that ſhall cauſe afflictions to end in comfottꝭ 
not alone procuring the remoueall of the croſſe, but en 
increaſe of bleſſings alſo ? It when our heavenly father 
chaſtiſeth vs, —— away our ſins, he will not may 
ca 
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caſt away his rods, and ceaſe fmiting , but will alſo be. 
thinke himſclfe of many benefits, whereby to declare 
that his anger is turned into fauour. So wel is God plea- 
ſed with beholding the dutifulneſſe of his ſeruants, in 
ſtooping to his hand, & redteflingwhar hath provoked 
him, that he will be ſo much more bountifa!l and gra- 
cious to them, by how much hee hath more afflicted 
them before, and ſo ic ſhall be better with them, than if 
they had not beene ſmitten at all: where is our wiſ- 
dome 2 where is loue to our ſelues ? where is our natu- 
rall deſite of happineſſe? if we take not ſo uu an op- 
portunity, to turne our woe into weale,our forrow into 
ioy,our ſoreſt calamity into greateſt confolation? If we 
doubt of this effect of an holy reformation, the Lord 
hath put vs out of all doubt, by cauſing it to bee, both 
promiſed & performed-vnto 4, and in him to all that 
are afflicted, Job 11.14. verſe. Zophey telleth lob, that 
which God himſclte did make good at laſt, f iniquity be 
inthinth1nd put it farre away cy let not wickedneſſe dwell 
in thy tabernacles,Loe what an afflicted man muſt doe, 
his care muſt be ropurge his hand and his houſe of all 
manner of wickedneſſe and fin. This if he will doe, heare 
how the Lord will reward his amendment. His eſtate 
ſhall be amended as mũcfi as his ſoule, and more, and 
God will make miſery to fly as farre from him, as hee 
hathchaſed iniquity, for then ſaith he, hon ſbalt /ift vp 
thy face without ſpit yea thou ſhalt be ſiedfaſt and not ſeere, 
meaning, [take it, thou ſhalt enioy the comfortableaſſu- 
rance of theremiſſion ofthy ſins, and ſhalt reſt aſſuredly 
and fearleſly perſwaded, that the ſtaine thereof is quite 
done away before the Lord, A man ſhall hold vp his 
head with comfort before his maker, & with confidence 
boldneſſe appeare without ſpor and blot before him, if 
E his 
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his affitionsfor ſine do bring forth reformation, And 
for his outward ſtate he addeth gbow ſhali forget thy mi/e- 
ry, His aſtlictions ſhall not alone haue an end, but that 
ſo, as he ſhal be quite freed from all the trouble of them, 
there ſhal be no ſuch remainder ofthem,as to make him 
once thinke of them againe, or if he do remember them, 
he ſaith, thou ſhalt remember them as waters that are paſt, 
which cauſe the meddowes to bee more fat and fertile, 
then they would haue beene : looke what thofe flouds 
be to the meddowes, wherewith they ſeeme to be little 
leſſe than drowned all the winter ( cuen cauſes of their 
being more richly clad, with graſſe and flowers in the 
ſpring that ſhal aſtlictions proue, to them that are made 
to forſake their ſins by their afflictions, means ot helping 
them to much more comfort and proſpetitie; and this 
comfort ſhall be very great and very laſting too and fill 
ing and increaſing more and more,#hine age (ſaith 

e) ſhall be clearer then the noone day thou ſhalt ſhine forth 
and be as the morning. The comfort of a ſinner reformed 
by correCtions, ſhall be plentifull and excellent as the 
ightnes of the noontide Sun, and withall conſtant du- 
rable and on the growing hand, as the light ofthe mor- 
ning. If theſe be promiſes of God gyhich cannot be made 
in vaine, if they be of an vndoubted truth, and (hall be in- 
fallibly performed, is he not more ſtuꝑid and ſenſele ſſe 
than a dead ſtone? that will not be moved by them, to 
imptoue his chaſtiſements, ſot the remouing of his ſins, 
Do not all men love proſpetitie and comfort, wiſn it for 
themſelues and for theit friends, pray for, teioyce in, be- 
ſtow all their labour to get comfort ? and why ſhould 
we not follow Gods directions, rather than our owne, 
and learne from him the path that leads to proſperity: 
ſeeing we conleſſe him to be maker and giuer of pro- 
ſperity. ; Enough 
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Eno ope to prove this duty und to perde ip, 
Now — ttet direcrion e 1 010 
ſtand a while to ſne you two needful points. Firſt, what 
ſins a man muſt amendby chaſtiſements. Sccondly; by 
what meanes a man muſt make his aſfliGion an helpe to 
his amendment of theſe (ins. For the firſt of theſe. Firſt 
in generall, all fins muſt be forſaken without exception, 
and therefore doth our Sauiourdeliuer the precept here 
intheſc generall termes,//» no more, neither in one thing, 
nor in another. And ſo doth the Prophet call vpon If- 
racl ſaying , caſt away all your tranſgreſſions. All ſin is 
hatelull to God, all ſinne is hurtfull to man. Every fin is 
euill in Gods ſight, euery fin is threatned with the curſe, 
cuery ſin deſerueth the curſe , every fin gtieueth the ſpi- 
tit, euery fin is forbidden by rhe Law, every fin was pu- 
niſhed in Chriſt, and vnleſſe we reforme euery fin, we do 
not indeed and in truth reforme any ſinne. Loołe there- 
fore that your reformation bee genetall and vniuerſall, 
withour any limitation or exception; foryou haue to 


' deale with God, that is a God of pure eyes, and can a- 


bide no iniquitie, no not any of any kind, or any degree · 
He that ſpake one commandement, ſpake all, and he 
that obeyeth one cõmandement, muſt aud will in ſome 
good meaſure obey all. For if oy man ſhall keepe the 
whole law beſides, and yet allow himſelſe in the breach 
of any one commandement of the law, hee ſhall bee 
counted a tranſgreſſot of all; and all his other obedi- 
ence, becauſe it is hollow, falſe, and hypoctiticall, ſhall 
be reiected and diſallowed by God. More particularly, 
euety man muſt amend his owne fins , the ſinnes of his 
on, nature, place, condition, the moſt beloued of 

all his ſins, thoſe that are moſt pleaſant, moſt profita- 
ble, moſt creditable to him, _ that he hath moſt will 
2 to 
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to commit, and is mpſtynwilling to forſakt. Thoſe that 
ſticle faſteſt vnto him, and flatter him with moſt hope of 
profit, delight, credit. So faith the Prophet, ler tbe wicked 
mwanforſate his wickedues, che wnrighteous man his own 
imaginations, and another Prophet ſaith, ca away all 
your tranſgreſſions whereby you haue tranſgreſſed So our 
Sauiour calleth vs to the cutting of the hand & foot, and 
pulling out the eye, and caſting them away. There are 
ſome 2 that are as deare to eucry man, as the princi- 
pall members of his bodie, and the moſt needfull and 
vſefull of all his ſenſes, Theſe , theſe muſt be mortificd, 
fotſaken, abandoned. If out principall care be not to re- 
linquiſh theſe principall tranſgreſſions, our partiall and 
ſecming care in reforming other euils, ſhall be nothing 
at all regarded. Conſider then each of you , what is his 
moſt precious and moſt eſteemed corruption, what he is 
moſt loth to forgoe, what ſeemeth moſt hard, moſt dif- 
ficulc,moſt impoſſible for him to caſt away, and let him 
beftow his chiefe paines here where hee findeth moſt 
hardneſle. But moſt chiefly abone all, afflictions ſhould 
worke vs tothe leauing of thoſe offences, which the 
Lord in afflicting, doth mok chiefly intend and aime at: 
as the child muſt be moſt carefull to reforme that fault, 
for which his father doth particularly chaſtiſe him : we 
muſt giue our ſelues diligently ro marke what isthe of- 
fence or offences, which when God layeth his rod vpon 
vs, he doth moſt — in vs, and * haue vs moſt 
willing to gloriſie him by amending, For though the 
Ladd correct for ſin in general. yet for the molt part, 
there ate ſome ſpeciall diſorders which doe moſt pro- 
uoke him, and which he doth in ſpecial! call vs to re- 
forme by bis ſtrjpes; Now therefore as concerning the 
preſent calamity which hath light vpon you: ler _ 
. ive 
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ſtrive to be helpfull varo you, in declaring what the 
faults be,which'theLord doth moſt ſhew himſelf angry 
againſt, ang to the leaving whereof, he doth moſt parti- 
carl ll by his heauie ſtroke of his moſt righte- 
ous, atſd withall moſt gracious hand. But how ſhall we 
attain to the knowledge of Gods intention ia this mat- 
ter? Surely my brethren, by conſidering the medicine, 
which a wiſe Phyſitian doth miniſter, it is eaſie to know 


. the diſeaſe or dilcaſesw** he ſeeketh to cure. Let metead 


the preſcript of a skilfull Artiſt, and know thoſe ingredi- 
ents whereof his potion is compounded, & I may ſoone 
a fficme what be thoſe humours, which he would haue 
purged aw ay. For either like things ate healed with like, 
or elſe contrary with contrary, In like manner, if we do 
diſcreetly conſider the chaſtiſements of God, wee ſhall 
eaſily perceiue his meaning, and informe out ſelues of 
the fins which he ſeeketh ro reforme. I pray you there- 
fore ler vs take a view of our aſtliction, and looke chiefly 
to theſe foure things: the time when the Lord afflicted, 
the place where our ſorrow began, the inftruments by 
which we ſuffeted, and the things in which; and if we 
do with any medioctitie of wiſdome , ponder on theſe 
particulars , wee ſhall not chuſe but know the Lords 
minde in this matter, and ſee our owe duty, as concer. 
nipg the ſpeciall ſins, which we muſt ſpeciallyſet againſt. 
Firſt , then the time which the Lord did chuſe for our 
humbling, was in generall the Lords day , that ſeuenth 
after ſix of labour,which it ſcemed good to him for our 
ſpirituall ber eſit, to conſecrate wholly to his owne ſer- 
nice, and our attending the worke of getting holineſſe: 
what can we collect hence, but that we are puniſhed by 
the reſtleſneſſe of this Sabbath, for our not teſting an 
holy reſt many other Sabbaths? How often hath che 
— E. 3 Lord 
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Lord vouchſafed vs liberty and freedome to giue his 


owne day to him and to out owne ſoules? And then we, 
out of our prophanneſſe,and earthlineſſe,tooke no care 
toſanQife ir but eithet loyteted out the day in idleneſſe, 
or waſted itin out own buſineſſes, or in out own paſtims. 
Now therefore he would not give vsleaueto reſt , or to 
beſtow our ſelues in duties of holineſſe, but forced vs by 
neceſſity to ſpend the day and night too, in a moſt toile- 
ſome and moſt vncomfortable labour. Oh how iuſt is it 
that they which will not reſt from worldly or volup- 
tuous labours on Gods reſting day, ſhould be compel- 
led to toyle and moyle like horſes in ſuch an vnhappy 
buſineſſeꝰ Ipray you, go on to thinke more particular- 
ly at what time this croſſe brake forth amongſt vs; not 
on the Lords day alone, but when we were all aſſembled 
in his Houſe,to performe his publike worſhip, then did 
he pleaſe to interrupt vs by ſo fearefull an aceicent. Why 
ſo ? But to warne vs of our great negligence of theſe his 
publique ſeruices : How many of vs as very ſlacke in 
comming to the Congregation of God, when we haue 
aboundant leaſure? And this day, loe the Lord teiected 
vs, would not giue vs time and opportunity, to meet a- 
gaine in his Houſe, but hurtied vs together in the ſtreets, 
and drew eucry man home to his owne houſe to ſaue ir 
from the flames? Could we be more maniteſtly ſmitten 
for neglecting to come to Gods Houſe, when we might 
haue done it, then by his not ſuffering vs to come thithet 
now, when we would haue beene 2 to haue had lea. 
ſuxe to come thither?But the cry — fire,fire came flying 
in at the Churchdoores euen in that ioftant, when wee 
had newly begun to celebrate the Lords ſupper ; when 
ſome had receiued that holy Sacrament, and the greater 
number were to teceiue, then did God pull vs _— 
* table, 
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table, and thruſt vs out of his houſe by force, then was l 
compelled to requeſt all of you ( that had ſtrength and 
abilitic to do ſetuice there )to make all haſte to the place 
of danger, andthe reſt ( that could haue but troubled 
others with their preſenſe and outcries ) to ſtay ſtill at 
Church. Now ſute the Lord in pulling this ſpirituall 


Jood euen out of our mouths,when he had ſhewed it to 


all, and giuen it to ſome, did euen put vs in i inde of our 
molt cateleſſe and vnprepared comming vnto it, with. 
out regard to lament our (ins before, or teſotme them 
after. How many of you ate bold to abuſe this bleſſed 
ordinance, comming often to it, and going till from ir, 
as vnteformed in lite as before, becauſe you come to it 
without any fit prepatation. Did not God ſpeak to ſuch 
and tell them, by thus driving them from his boatd, that 
he counts them very vnwelcome gueſts at his table? So 
haue we conſideted the time of this croſſe. Think of the 
place alſo, where did the burning begin? At a łilne, I ſay 
a kilne, a mali forge , the proper inſtrument of making 
that thing, which is the next and immediate worker of 
drunkenneſle,that huge ſin, that fertile broody big · bel - 
lied ſin, which is (as they ſay of the firſt matter) apt to 
take the formes of all fins, which by burying reaſon, and 
choaking conſcience, and ſetting looſe all paſſions, doth 
turne a man into a beaſt, or rather into a Deuill, which 
males a man for the time, a meere Atheiſt, a very deny- 
et of God, and thruſts our of his breaſt allrememibrance, 
all feate, all loue of him, which diſables him for all di- 
uine ſeruices, and makes that he muſt needs either neg- 
lect or abuſe them: which filo his mouth with blaſphe- 


- mous oatlis and cxecrations: which will make him raile 


onthe Magiſtcate, ſtrike his owne father, deflowre his 
owne daughter, ſpend his goods lauiſhly, proclaime all 


his 


- 


a T5. 
his vices,& follow all his luſts. This tranſcendent fin the 
deltroyer of grace, reaſon, nature,ſtrength ſtate, name, 
all. This fin God did ſurely point at, and puniſh: and 
calleth vpon all ro forſake, hate, oppoſe this ſinne. 
The fire began in akilne,it conſumed twenty kilaes,ic 
left no kilne ſtanding that was within his walke,it leaped 
from one ſide of the ſtreerto the other, to ſetch inkilnes, 
it ſpared none it came neere, it ſpoiled more malt, than 
of any other goods of one kinde(ſo farre as I cantearne ) 
Say whar you tbinke, brethren, Is it not plaige that the 
Lord doth admoniſh you of that fault (whereof the li- 
quor of malt isthe moſt common inſtrument) when he 
bare ſo hard a hand againſt kilnes and againſt malt. 
Looke a little further, I pray you, to the principall in. 
ſtruments of this deſolation: The fire, a furious Element 
of it ſelfe/ yet reſiſtible enough, if ſtore of helpe be pre- 
ſent , whereof you did not want any, euen at the very 
firſt ) this fire did borrow ſtrength and ſwiſtneſſe from 
the rough and boiſterous winds, vpon the tempeſtuous 
wings whereof , it came riding, as it were in triumph, 
through your ſtreets, diſdain ing all reſiſtance , till it had 
paſſed from end to end of your tone, and could not be 
reſtrained. Now be not theſe two ercatures of very com- 
mon vie ? What day is it wherein we haue not neceſſary 
vſe of fire? what weeke wherein ſome ſuch care eſneſſe 
as produced this calamity , is not to be found amongſt 
you? And hat yeare is it ? What quarter? almoſt whar 
moneth ? in which the wind doth not, for one or other 
day ſpeake louder, and buſſell ſomewhat more roughly 
than ordinary ? Vet hath it never beſore falne out in any 
of our dayes, that theſe two Elements, fire and ayre 
{for no doubt winde is well tetmed an aire moued, what- 
ſocuer be the mouing cauſe of that mouing) ſhould lay 
| their 
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their irengrhs together to hurt you ? Now hen God 
that doth ſo conſtantly chaine vp theſe hurtfull and vi- 
olent creatutes, doth pleaſe for once ſo to pull off his 
bands, and let them run looſe as it were, and when being 
ſo broken looſe , they doe ſo much miſchiefe and make 
ſo. great hauocke, What is this but a very vpbraiding 
vs wich our notable vnthankfulneſſe, for that mightie 
preſernation of God, by which he doth vſually keepe 
vsfcom the like dangers; and nor ſo alone, but maketh 
theſe creatures very (cruiccable to vs, which if he pleaſe 
to let the bridle flip a little, are able to ruinate our ſtates 
in a moment. How often haue you come to Church in 
peace, and gone home in peace, and in returned 
thithet againe, and againe homeward without any noiſe 
of ſire or ſeate of loſſe? How often haue the bluſte- 
ring ſtormes, done nothing elſe but whiſtled you aſleepe 
the faſter, all night long? And alas how little did you 
conſider of this benefit of preſeruation from fire and 
tempeſt 2 how ſeldome haue you giuea the Lord any 
particular thanks , for taking order with theſe bis crea- 
tures, that they ſhould not wrong you? Doubtieſſe for 
this as one cauſe hath be licenſed them now to fight a+ 
gainſt you, that you mightrakenocice of your dulneſſe 
and ingtatitude, which conſidered not, nor acknowled- 
ged the greatneſſe of your debt for former ſafekeeping. 

But now at length wee arc come to thinke'of the 
ſubiect of this croſſe, herein hath the Lord ſmitten 
vs ? In our houſes and in our goods ; inthe riches and 
ſubſtance of this preſent life, inſomuch that divers of 
you haue nothing leſt, many haue but little leſt, and a 
great number haue far leſſe leſt then you had : without 
all queſtion the Lord intends hereby to warne you of 
thoſe fins and diſorders, which are buſficd about this 
F paultry 


—— world wherein he ſaw it ſit to viſit 
then, and let vs infor me you ofthe princi- 
common to all, and particular, to the wealthier ſort, and 
to the poorer.Fot the ſirſt, there are ſome finnes about 
riches, which ate common to all, the chiefe of them are 
three, to wit, miſ getting, miſ- keeping, miſ-ſpending. 
— — by the vſe of any lawleſſe meanes, or the im- 

ate vic of any lawfull: Miſ keeping from God and 
man, chiefly from the poore, and from the publike: Miſ- 
ſpending , either at all in ſimfull things, or exceſſiucly in 
good things. There ate ſome more particular euills, 
which are found in richer men, as pride of it, confidence 
in it, vnſatiable neſſe with it, and in the poorer fort, en- 
veying them that haue more, grumbling thatthemſelues 
haue ſo little. All and each of them the doth ſhew 
— .— — and — conſume — 
this fire: For as a father keepes many faults toge- 
ther on the ſcore — it were, and reckons — 
beating, ſo doth the Lord with his children, elſe alas he 
— — — we are es of. 
ſending. Let me ſpeake a little more at large of theſe e- 
vils. For euill getting of goods firſt, hath not the Lord 


Ef 


threatned that fire ſhall conſume the houſes of bribes 2 


all the ſubſtance which is vniuſtly attained, 
and all the reſt in the kouſe, though gotten juſtly, roge- 
ther with the place within which they ate both laid vp, 
enen her for company? and when he made 
ſo many of your houſes to blaze at once , did he not as 
it were chide you (ſo many as be guilty thereof) for 
your vnequall and vniuſt dealing? as if he had ſaid, Ah 
fooliſh manor woman, thou hazard a ſoule, 
by lying, deceit, oppreſſion, bribery, falſe weights, falle 

mea- 


— or an a little ridge. 
0 . to lou 
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your co 


be reſolute heteafter, 577 airy — 
fill my purſe ot houſe, all the world cannot heale that 
wound far all ages :uhcſe gaines, one whiffe of wind, 
and flake of fire — Againe, too 
much labouting for riches is. an evill getting of riches, 

euen in the moſt lawfull courſe of liſe. For Salm 
hath commanded ſayi 


—— — — 
to his preeept, for riches raketh het ſelſe to her 


and flyeth away like an Eagle, — Of 
hath made you to ſec your riches euen flying away 
from you on the wings of a windy flame, doth he noc 

— puniſh you, for ſuch i 
and you to more moderation?Ifthen any man hade 
ſo farre giuen ouer himſelſe to the ſecking of earthly 
— by —— moſt lam full courſes hat can be, as to 


chruft out quite, or elſe — — 
theſe exerciſes. that tend — 


wealth, euen the true riches of he — hee = 
—— 3 coy engineer we Alas, how foo- 
haue I deene, to toyle my ſelſe in following af. 
— which when · I haucattained, I cannot poſ- 
ſibly keepe it lafely , bur V loſe it all, or the 


moſt 


—— 
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yy ierecoverably > _ 
that he will certainly 


more tempetate hereafter , 'and ſeeke — — 
riches, with farte leſſe vehemency of paines, than the 
things thar ate ofa farmore durable natute. But though 
a man get not yet if he keepe and ſaue inordi- 
nately , he is all found guild of faule abour — | 


— — of men doe 
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vnto God euen that very portion which God hath 


lenged as hi 
give vnto Cod that vhich is Gods ; muſt it — 


of necefliry chat ſe s God Andif 
i arial ate — — 


= — — 
incteaſe, or.ciſe nothing, for to none other portion hath 
be euer laid claime in any place: and ſot this ſeting God 
hath appointed ſti actions to be dom, and holy 
functions in which chey muſt be done, and holy per- 
whom they muſt be done in thoſt functions: 
ſurely he muſt haue holy too, for the rewarding 
oßthoſe perſons, main choſe: funRiens, and ho- 
nouring and thoſe actions. But in this matter 
bow faulty are all yo Tradeſmem in generall, for which 
of you did euer ma le conſcience to gue the Lord his 
one in this meaſure > Vherefore, when you ſee the 
Lord to come ; and take away fromyou euen by force 
of fire ans tempeſt, a great quantitie at once, euen ſo 
much perhaps, and more, as the tenth of your increaſe, 
from'yeercto yeere would have amounted vnto; muſt 
younor needs take notice, that his meaning was tore. 
cemer that by ſirong hand; which you would not 
yceld, out of loue and duty ? Surely, ſeciog our 


Lord 
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Lord leſus Chriſt hath ordained that the Miniſtery'of 
the Goſpell ſhould liue of the Goſpell, euen ſo, as that 
the Miniſters of the Temple ſhould liue ofthe T 
you muſt either ſhew ſome new ordinance of his for 
thispurpoſe, or elſe muſt yeeld that he hath ratified 
and continued the old ſtill; and therefore muſt reſolue 
to give God his tenth freely hereafter, that you may 
not compell him to take ſuch a violent courſe for the 
recoucring of it out of your hands. Bur beſides, that 
is kept from God which is kept from his poote, whoſe 
wants require releefe ofthem , whom hee hath made 
ſtewards of more abundance, For in promiſing to re. 
ward the liberall, he muſt needs tie himfelfe ro puniſh 
the niggardly in this kinde. Now how extremely pin- 
ching ate men (yea godly men otherwiſe) in this ex- 
— Yea and how are they wont to excuſe them. 

lues in ſuch occafions , by ſaying they haue it nor, 
they cannot ſpare it? Hath not the Lord confured your 
vaine excuſes actually, by taking away ſo much at 
once? And yet you muſt make a ſhifttolive of that 
that is left behind too. If a day or two paſt, ſome man 
had come vnto thee for releefe of a poore afflited 
neighbour, wouldeſt thou haue giuen him the fift part 
of that which the fire hath conſumed? Now the Lord 
in robbing thee of ſo much at once, doth vpbraid thee 
with thy too much vnwillingneſſe to part with leſſe, of 
thine owne accord , when himſelfe did come to bor. 
row, Say then with thy ſelfe, I will give with a more 
bountifull hand, to ſupply the poore mans wants, that 

I may not force the Lotd to fend his vnexpected meſ- 
Arft it were to deſtraine ypon my goods, for de- 

fault of due obedievce to that Commandement, of 

giuing to fix and to ſeuen; _ not beene —_— 
3 ue 


haue ſed, clad , orreleeugd a poore Chriſtian with it, 
then to h aue kept it for the burning flame? And yet 
fyrther when the publike tate of the rowne or country 
dothrequirethe coſt ofthe members therof,if then they 
hang backe, and will not put themſelues to due expen- 
ces willingly, who doth not ſee that they ſaue more than 
enough ? For could not an heathen ſay, that our coun- 
try hath a ſhare in our ſelues, and in all that wee 
haue? Surelythen for ouer - ſauing in this caſe, the Lord 
might juſtly puniſh you with this preſent ſtrołe. Oh te- 
ſolue therefore that God himſelſe and his poore., and 
your country ſhall neuer find you pinching, giue him 
his tenth, gine the poore ſuſſicient for their needs and 


your country h for irs needfull publique vſes, elſe 
the Lord can quickly fulfill his threat, of making the too 
cloſe · ſiſted ſauer, to meet with wants. You loſt 
many of you ( and all ſtoodin feareto looſe) more than 
d haue aboundantly ſufficed for all theſe vſes: bee 
not wanting to ſuch vſes any more, leſt the Lord vi- 
ſit you againe with new and more loſſes, in this or ſome 
3 of goods i ffenſi 
the m is very offenſiue to 
God = lends them,for 4 maſter — ciſconten- 
ted, that his ſeruant doth lay out his ſubſtance againſt 
his good liking And are you any other than Gods 
ſtewards, and Gods Bay liefes ? and ean you thinke that 
God allowes you to ſpend in drinking, whoot ing, ga- 
ming, riot, and euill meetings, and lewd company ? did 
he put riches into yout hands to ſerue the Diuell and 
ſinne ? if your ſoules be guilty of ſuch moſt ſinſull la» 
uiſhneſſe, be ſure that for theſe fins the Lord hath ſinit- 
ten thee, and be ſute that bereafter thou make not the 
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let not Satan and luſt haue the key of thy coffer and 
ſtrings of thy purſe in their hands to open them at theit 
pleaſure. The Lord will not alwayes ſuffer vnfaichfull 
ſtewards, to goe vnpuniſhed in their vnfaithfulneſſe, 
no not in this preſent life. And befides this , rake no- 
tice that to affect curiofitic and vaine glory, inthe moſt 
lawfull and needfull expences, is waſtſulneſſe and pro- 
digalitie; and yet how much doe many of you exceed 
in this kinde? ſe much you lay out in ouer plentious 
feaſting when you make feaſts, in ouer · gorgious trim- 
ming of your bodies and houſes, that as a barrell of 
beere, which hath a leake and runs out where it hould 
rot, will not hold out as it ſhould, when it comes to be 
duly broached at the ſpigget; ſo you haue neither will 
nor power to lay out enough for mercifull vſes becauſe 
you caſt away more than enough, in proud and vaine- 
glorious vſes. Reſolue therefore to be better husbands, 


and truer diſpencers of Gods goods hereafter, Be richer 


in good workes than in good cloathes, and good houſe- 
hold ſtuffe, and good fare,and good buildings : Intheſe 
things equall your ſelues with them of the lower ſort, 
that in better things you may be equall with them of the 
higher. Driue not God to cut you ſhorter becauſe you 

abuſe your goods to vanity. | 
Theſe are common abuſes, about earthly things in 
thericher and in the poorer. I come to the fpeciall. 
Firſt, how often doe rich men wax proud of their 
wealth, and thinke themſelues ſo much the better than 
their poorer neighbours, by how much they poſſeſſe 
more; crowing on the dunghill of wealth, and calling 
all, baſe and meane men, whoſe morſells be not fo fat in 
the world as theirs. Oh how notably doth God con. 
fute thoſe vaine fancies, in ſending for bis —_ 
| ome 


| home againe by ſuch ſturdie and chutliſh ſeruants as 


thoſe, which will not regard the rich man more than 
the poore? Tell me now, art tou the bettet for that, 
that was only lent thee, and may be fetched home againe 
by che ewner eucry moment? Wile thou bee good in 
thine owne eyes hereafter, for that which thou knoweſt 
not, bow quickly the Lord may ſtrip thee of with 
much affcightment ? Be not, be not ſo — y fooliſh 
hereafter as to prize thy ſelfe the mote for thoſe things, 
which hang about thee ſo looſely, and whereof thou haſt 
ſo ſlender hold, wherein fo little right, that a coale of fire, 
and a puffe of wind, may rake all from thee, before thou 
haſt told two dayes more, If any thinke that his reue- 
nues lie in lands, which fire cannot conſume, I anſwer, 
water can drowne lands alſo, and Cod hath as much 
water as fire in his ſtore-houſe , and this whole land of 
ours is ſo ſurrounded with waues, that if God but bid 
the winds be violent, they will as eaſily and quickly o- 
uerrunne this whole kingdome, as the preſent fire hath 
done this towne in which we abide. If any ſay, hee fea- 
rethno ſuch inundation, I anſwer, neither within this 
three dayes did we feare any ſuch fire; but God hath a 
thouſand wayes, togoc beyondthe feares and hopes of 
vs weake-{ignted mortals. Goe to then, be wiſe for the 
time to come, and pride not thy ſelfe inthat, which may 
ceaſe to bethine in a moment. I proceed. Do not rich 
men truſt in their riches, though the Apoſtle hzth inti- 
tuled them vncertaune riches? When God doth make it 
appeare by experience, that they be moſt fickle , which 
by the teſtimony. of his word, wee will aot count to be 
ſuch; is not this a plaine puniſhment of our confidence 
in them? And muſt we not by theſe bloues informe out 
ſelues ſo of this propettie, as to teſolue heteaſter, I will 
not 


Kune wo . 
not truſt inciches, that is to ſay, I will not build a 
rotten ire? Tknow that almoſt all the world will 
cry not guilty of this fault, but it is becauſe they doe 
not know the fault, They doe plainly practiſe it though 
they flatly deny it. Fer what is it to truſt in any thing, 
but to hold vp our hopes of attaining the good we de. 
lice, or eſcaping the euill we ſnunn, hy the helpe and be- 
nefit of that thing ? he that ſtayes his beleeſe and hope 
vpon a thing, he truſts in it, let him ſay what hee will 
to the contrary. Now haue you not thus done with 
wealth > Diddeſt thou not promiſe thy ſelfe a weeke 
fince to live merrily and comfortably , and to eſcape 
hunger, cold, nakednefle , &c, becauſe thou hadſt a 
convenient houſe, fir ſtuffe in it, and fit things to 
maintaine thee? And now tell me, what is become of 
theſe thine hopes ? and this thy truſt ? when all thy 
good gone, and nothing is le ft bur aſhes, Oh ſee, 
ce, thatriches are very tunnagates and fugirives., thac 
they be very lies and talſities, and that if they promiſe 
a man comfort in old age, or helpe in any time, againſt 
any miſery , they doe but couſin him with ſhewes : For 
ho can that helpe thee , which maysunne from thee 
euery day and houre ? Now learne to enioy wealth, ſo 
long as God doth giue it thee; but neuer to promiſe 
thy ſelte comfort ot benefit from it, which is to truſt in 
it. It is a thing, as thine eyes haue told thee lately, 
more eaſily moueable, mote eaſily loſeab/e ,than that 
it can make good ſuch promiſes. There is yet one 
more diſeaſe of the ſoule about riches, the dropſie of 
inſatiable and infatishable wiſhes' for more;” more. 
Men haue enlarged their hearts eo the things below, 
as che graue it ſelſe, and le: ine ofthe Horſeleach to 
crie giue, giue. Thoſe that began with a little, and are 
1 G raiſed 
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raiſed to large eſtates, are no lot leſſe greedily deſi- 
tous of more, than they were at firſt, nay their hearts 
are ſo retched with their goods, becauſe they lay them 
vpin their hearts, that Richey are fitted to hold more, 
by how much more is put into them. Now the Lord 
by taking from you much of your ſubſtance , warned 
you to cut off much of your deſites after more. Thou 
diddeſt thinke thy ſtate too little, and deſitedſt an in- 
creaſe, God did thin ke it coo much, and ſaw fit to de- 
ercaſc it, without doubt he is wiſer than thy ſelſe: now 
learneto diminiſh thy longing after wealth, as much 
and more, than he hath diminiſhed thy wealth. And 


itis amore happy thing to loſe riches, if withall wee 


loſe that eaget deſire of them, which their preſence 
did increaſe, than ſtill ro poſſeſſe them, and ſtill to be 
ſo cager after more, learne to know when you haue 
enough, becauſe the Lord hath made it a , that 
his minde was contrary to your deſires , and that he 
accounted it too much, which you eſtcemed not 


enough. 

Two great diſorders more of this kinde there re- 
maine, more praper to the meaner ſort of people; En- 
uying and murmuring. Thoſe to whom the Lotd ſees 
fit to (hew himſelſe ſomewhat ſparing , are as much 
rormented many times with other mens abundance, 
as with their owne penury; neither is it ſo gricuous 
to them, that themſelues haue ſo ſcant a portion, as 
that the — — more plentifull. Their eye 
is euill, becauſe Gods eye is good, They fret that o- 
thers etioy the benefirs which themſelues haue not 


and doe little leſſe than hate and maligne a rich man 
only becauſe he is rich. A vice of any other worthy 


to be lamented and abhorred , as being at once _ 
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full ro Cod, the free diſpoſer of his owne gifts, to a 
mans ſelfe the beholder, and others the receivers of 
the ſame ; for either God is wiſe enoughto finde the 
fitteſt obiects of his bounty, or he is not. Thou dareſt 
not affirme the latter in words , for feare of maki 
thy ſelfe a blaſphemer. Why doſt thou then affirme it 
in deeds, by taking offence at his diuiſion of his owne 
ſubſtance ? for, no doubt, he that grieueth at anothers 
action, blames him at leaſt of indiſcretion. And for 
thy ſelfe, what a miſerable folly is it, to draw gaule 
out of hony , and to gather miſery from anothers com- 
fort > How vnnaturall a part wereitinthenaked hand 
to grudge the foot a good ſhooe? and canſi thou ſhew 
more vncharitableneſſe in any thing, than in being 
vexed at thy brothers welfare? Wherefore, let him 
whoſe heart hath beene guilty of repining at anothers 
lenty, obſerue, that Cod in taking away what he had 
— cottects his want of being ſatisfied in the for- 
mer diſtribution, and hath made his little, leſſe, to pu- 
niſh his cauſeleſſe griefe and anger at anothers ſtore. 
But I will conclude with murmuring , a viſe no leſſe 
frequent than the former in men of meane eſtates. All 
their complaint is that they haue nothing, like ro va- 
pratefull beggers, that — a. had any almes where 
they had not ſo large an as they deſired. Such 
were diuers of you, you had ſuch poote houſes, ſuch 
cold houſes , you had nothing to hang vpon you; l ſay 
all your words rended to diminiſh * gifts that God 
hadgiuen : Theſe were lying and falſe complaints and 
— and now the Lord doth call you to ſor. 
row for them, and amendment of them, by veriſyi 
them whether you will or not- How wouldeſ 
thou bee now, if that houſe were ſtanding, or thoſe 
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goods remaining, which thou diddeſt often abuſe with 
the name of 2 Beware of muttering cauſe leſſe · 
ly, that God may not be angry to heate thoſe mutter. 
ings , and make you proue them true, to your further 
ſmart. Thus my beloved brethren, I haue ſhewed you 
what offences they be, the reformation of which the 
Lord doth expect: Let me adde one thing more which 
the confideration of the inſtrument of your miſery 
doth lead vs vnto. In Scripture we reade, that God 
hath ed in fire and — — then, when hee 
would ſtrike a feare of himſelſe into the hearts of men, 
and make them tremble and quake before him. Thus 
in the giuing of the Law he clad himſelſe with a con- 
ſuming flame; and in the Pſalme , there went a ſmoake 
out of his noſtrils, and fire out of his mouth conſumed. 
And in another Pſalme, clouds and darkeneſſe are 
round about him, and a fire goeth before him. So did 
he ſhew himſelfe to Job in a tempeſt and whirle-wind, 
and to Eliab in a mighty wind and fire. Theſe things 
are terrible to man, and make the ſtoureſt heart to 
= The Lord in caufing his creatures to ſhew 

clacs ſo terrible, would checke vs for that want 
of fearc oſ his one greatneſſe, which is ſound in vs; O 
the feare of God is not before out eyes. Who is fo 
much afraid to offend Cod, as he is of the fury of the 
Gaming fire > What crying „what running away from 
the fire, what conueighing of your goods from out of 
his reach? Is fire ſo fearefull, one of Gods hoſt, and will 
not you learne to feare before the conſuming fire of 
his wrath? Mend, I pray, that careleſſe contempt of 
God, which is the cauſe of moſt other ſinnes, and trem · 
ble now before him , one or two of whoſe creatures 
you ſee to bee ſo irreſiſtible, How canſt thou — 
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— — thou ruſh vpon his wrath, that 
idſt make ſuch haſte to runne away from wind, and 
finoake, and flame? | 

Theſe be the chicfe faults , which you muſt ende- 
uout to tedteſſe by meanes of this viſitation. 

I goe forward to (hew you by what meanes you 
may cauſe this ctoſſe to further your amendment of 
theſe and other faults. To this end foure things arc 
neceſſary, Firſt you muſt looke vp to God in this mi- 
lery, and acknowledge his hand in it, and withdraw 
your eyes, from the ſecondary cauſe ot occaſion; For 
it is the Lord that ſendeth both euill and good, both 
proſperous and aduerſe things to particular perſons, 
and to whole townes and countries. leſneſſe and 
negligence of any perſon, couldno produced fo 
lamentable a loſſe, if Gods prouidence had not fo diſ- 
poſed, that ſuch negligence ſhould haue fallen out , at 
ſuch a time, in ſuch a rough and violent wind, fitting 
in ſuch a point as to driue it vpon you, not from you. 
The Lord that knew the winds would then bee very 
boiſterous and violent, and that they would fit fitly to 
carrie the flames from houſe to houſe, euen till they had 

fled chorow all the places which he ſaw fit to ſtrike, 

| ſay, he by his good prouidence, did order things 
ſo that the heedleſneſſe of ſome or other ſhould then 
giue occaſion, tothe breaking out of the fire, when che 
froſty wind had made each thing, as drie almoſt as tin. 
der to receive fire , and when the preſent tempeſt was 
readieto (catrer and diſperſe the fire. Say thou to thy 
ſelfe, that haſt loſt thy goods , orhouſe, or both; The 
God of heauen he rules all things, he diſpoſeth of all 
euents, none ſo great, none ſo little, but it is ſubiect to 
his prouidence; caſuall things, to him are not cauſuall 
G 3 vncer- 
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vncertaine things, to him are not -wneetraine. Fire» 
water, airc,carth, wind, tempeſt, all things, are his 
creatures , none oſ them can ſtirre without his power 
and knowledge. The ſinnes of men, their careleſ- 
neſſe, their wilfulneſſe, their actions of all ſorts, are 
all vnder his eye, all vnder his decree ; It is he that doth 
moderare every particular euent, neither is chance or 
happe any thing but an idle word, vnleſſe wee meane 
by it an act of Gods prouidence moſt certainely go. 
verning thoſe things that to men are vncertaine, I 
will not therefore trouble my ſelfe wich inquiri 

of or chafing againſt the perſon or perſons, by whole 
faultineſſe this vntuly ſcruaat was made a Maſter : 
but I will lookg onely to God, and ſay withrfvb, bee 
hath giuen , hath taken, The fixing of the words 
or thoughts roo much vpon the ſecondaric cauſe of 
any croſſe, hinders the ſpirituall working of it for 
the healing of the ſoule; but the looking vp to God, 
and calling our thoughts to his all ruling hand, doth 
make the ſoule capable of being reformed by croſ- 
ſes, This doe in the firſt place. And ſecondly, Take 
notice of your ſinnes as the cauſes that haue prouo- 
ked God, and iacenſed him the principall worker, 
and ſo procured this aduerſitie. Speake vnto your 
ſoules often, and that not in a few formall and generall 
words, but effectually and particularly, ſaying, It is 
ſinne, and onely ſinne, that makerh the Creator to ſend 
miſery vpon the creatures, Hee doth no more deſite 
our pouerty, than our death, but that we, by tranſgreſ- 
ſing his Law, doe compell his iuſtice to ſhew it ſelte , as 
it were in defence of his authoritie A juſt Prince muſt 
puniſh vndutifull ſubiects, voleſſe hee would ſorfait 
the honour of Iuſtice. Becauſe wee haue finned in 
breaking 
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breaking Cods Sabbach, he hath interrupted vs, in 
the reſt of his Sabbath, with ſo hideous an interrup- 
tion; becauſe wee haue ſinned in abuſing his Sacra- 
ment, he hath turned vs from his Sacrament, in ſo vn- 
comfortake a faſhion, In a word, ſay to thy ſelfe, I 
haue ſinned in mutmuting that I had ſo little, or wiſh- 
ing that I had mote. I haue ſometimes ſpent, lometimes 
gotten, ſometimes kept, vnlawfully and againſt my 
duty. Some of this that I haue loſt, was gotten by ſuch 
couiſes as I cannot iuſtifie, ſome ſaued when God did 
call for it, and therefore hee hath now in this manner 
depriued me of it. O how vile a thiog is finne , which 
forfaireth the goods as well as the ſoule, and pulleth 


, vpon me ſo fore puniſhments in this life, beſides thoſe 


of the other world. Cauſe your , by frequent 
and earneſt affirming it vnto them, to be aſſuredly per- 
ſwaded, that theſe finnes which I haue named, are the 
true cauſes of your preſent loſſe, and the loſſe you ſuf. 
fer will cauſe you io hate ſinne, and hatred will bring 
forth amendment. We ſay that with our tongues ma- 
ny times, when wee doe not beleeue with our hearts; 
but hee that can make his heart fully to aſſent to this 
truth, my ſinnes in generall, and by name ſuch and ſuch 
fins ate the things for which I am thus ſmitten, ſhall 
not chooſe but loath his ſinnes when he labours vnder 
the burthen of their euill effect. Bar thirdly , you muſi 
ſtriue to make your griefes ſpitituall, as in part I did 
exhort you at the beginning. A man may kill him- 
ſelfe with crying and — his ſmart or wants, 
and yet his ſinnes be never a hit the more killed; but 
if when any affliction befallerh himſelfe, and hee findes 
his ſorrowes ſtirring within him, hee will then ſet his 
ſorrowes againſt his ſinnes, that ſorrow 2 
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ſubdue che power of ſinne. Say to your ſelues, I can- 
not but ſigh and grieue, and mourne, to ſee ſo gre at 
and ſolamentable an alteration, I had an houſe yeſter- 
day, or the other day, now I am houſeleſſe. | had a bed 
to lye vpon, but now it is burnt. I had goods to ſerue 
my turne, aud now they be gone into ſmoake, my ſtate 
is greatly weakned, if not vttetly vndone, I cannot but 
be lad and aſflicted in heart ſor this. Bur ah thoſe fins 
which haue opened the treaſury of Gods lIuſtice, and 
made him vſc thoſe weapons to fight againſt me, doe 
deſerue and will procure infinite more miſery. Some 
is loſt now, all muſt be loſt (urely , with body and ſoule, 
and all, yea body and ſoule, and all, muſt be burned, 
and yet remaine for cuer burning in thoſe flames that 
ſball not begin one day, and burne violently for ano- 
ther, and then ſlacke againe in the thitd; but ſhall con- 
tinue for euer burning with vnſpeakeable rage and tor. 
ment. Doth the loſſe of my goods pinch me? what 
ſhall the loſſe of heauen doc? s fire, ſo terrible when 
it ſeized alone vpon mine houſe? what ſhall it be when 
it ſeixeth on my ſelfe? This croſſe is nothing, leſſe 
than nothing, compared to what | haue juſtly deler- 
ued , and muſt certainly ſuffer, if I prevent it not by 
odly ſorrow. I will therefore grieue, not for ſo tri- 
fling athing as this, but for the ſinnes which will pro- 
cure ten thouſand times worſe miſery. Ah wretch that 
Jam, ah wicked wretch, why haue I broken the Lords 
Sabbath ? why haue I abuſed Gods Sacraments why 
haue Ibeene drunken, or ſuffered, and not-puniſhed 
drunkenneſſe> why haue I ſet light by Gods threats, 
which I heard other Sabbaths} why haue | beene vn- 
iuſt ? why haue I lyed, coozened,and vicd hard dealing, 
to get that I cannot keepe ? why was I niggardly when 
I 
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Thad ir, that could not tell how long I ſhould haue it 
why did I miſ-pend fo much thus, and fo much thus ? 
why did I thioke highly of my ſelſe for my goods 
and truſt in them, and could never thinke I had 
enough? or why was 1 ſo vnthankfull, as ſtillto mut - 
ter, that I had nothing, and enuy that others had fo 
muck > Theſe bee the faults that haue kindled this 
flame, and will kindle a worſe; O for theſe let mee 
weepe, Lord, They be vile faults, vareaſonable, abſurd, 
fooliſh , contrary to the written word, and the law of 
narurall wiſdome ; and doe giue thee iuſt cauſe of be- 
ing yet more angry. Oh fooliſh heart, why haſt thou 
thus ſinned ! Be aſhamed, O my ſoule, be ſorrowſull, 
be vile in thine owne eyes , becauſe thou haſt ſo great- 
ly tranſgreſſed thy duty, and prouoked God, Brethren 
if you will endeuour thus to rectiſie your ſorrowes, 
they will become godly forrowes, and they will purge 
away ſinne. 

But laſtly , you muſt remember this croſſe often, ſo 
as to conſider of it, and pray for this fruit of it. The too 
ſoone forgetting of blowes makes the little childe to 
be little the bettet for them, and to draw vpon him- 
ſelfe new ſtripes , by renewing his former faults; bur 
you muſt not play the children thus, you muſt often, 
often call to minde the tertibleneſſe of theſe flames, 
and the doubts, feares , cryes and lamentations which 
you found in your ſelues, and heard and ſaw in others; 
and you muſt beſeech the Lord to make you profit by 
the ſtrokes of his hand, and to ſanctiſie the preſent af- 
fliction, and all other to your betteting: Repreſent 
to your owne thoughts many times the miſerablenc ſſe 
and fearefulneſſe — ſaw, when you faw 
your owne , and ſo many of yaur neighbeurs houſes 
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delivered ouer to the roaring flames, and your ſelues 
vnable to reſcue — dicks thoſe thoughts often 
preſent wich you which you had then, and ſtrive ro 
pull into your minds the ſame affections, and then 
cry to God, O Lord, now make me toprofit by theſe 
croſſes in hauing mine heart made more and more out 
of loue with ſiane in geaerall , and chiefly with ſuch 
and ſuch ſinnes. If God chaſtiſe vs, and teach vs of 
bis way es, happy be we, and doubtleſſe he will teach 
vs if we call to mind his cortections, and beg teaching. 
So haue you the beſt directions I could giue for the 
ptactiſe of this Truth; ſhall I craue your leaue to ſub. 
ioyne a few words, for vſe, and I haue done. . 
Two things muſt be commended rocach of your 
confiderations, Firſt thoſe that are guiltie of not amen- 
ding on former chaſtiſements, muſt take notice of 
their ſinne to be humbled at it. An incorrigible perſon 
is a great ſinner: and what is hee but incorrigible 
whom the blowes of Gods hand haue not reformed ? 
How can that diſeaſe but kill, which is obſtinate a- 
gainſt medicines * How can thoſe ſinnes but damme 
which will not be driven away by cotrections ? The 
rodof correction, ſaith Sa/omon, will chaſe away the 
folly that is bound to a childes heart; and thoſe to 
whom their folly cleaueth ſo faſt that the rod of cor- 
rection will not ſtirre it, cannot bee eſteemed Gods 
children , but his enemies , and therefore the ſword of 
ven muſt cut them off. I am forrie ro be the 
meſſenger of heauie tydings, but truth mult bee told, 
tho it diſpleaſe neuet ſo much. Let all them — 5 
whom Gods afflictions haue not brought to a carefull 
ſbunning of ſinue, chat either ſorer blowes muſt come to 


effect that which the lighter haue not, or elſe they muſt 
| vtterly 


m— 


<< RO ks OA 


we 10 more 3. 51 
vtterly periſh, Hath not God met with thee in thy 
dayes? hath not he viſited thee in thy children, in thy 
oods, in thy health, in thy name, in any of the things 
that are naturally deare vnto thee? if yea , what hath 
beene the iſſue? Haſt thou made light of ſome of them 
refuſing to fecle them? and though perhaps ſome o- 
thers haue wade thee ſmart and roare ( yea and that it 
may be ſo, as to confeſſe thy fault and promiſe amend- 
ment: ) yet no ſooner waſt thou looſed from the bands 
of aduerſitie, but thou didſt returne to the ancient li - 
centiouſneſſe of ſinning? waſt thou a Druakard, a ſol · 
lower of vaine company, a gameſter, a lyer, a coozener, 
a wanton , a Sabbath er, a ſwearer, a rayler , a 
worldly minded man, a reuengeſull man, a finner in a- 
py kinde cuen as bad as before? (ay is this thy caſeꝰthen 
ſtand Qill and heare thy doome from the mouth of him 
whom thou calleſt thy Sauiour, 4 worſe thing ſhall befall 
thee. This returning backe to the ſame crimes , atter 
confeſſion, after ſubmiſſion , after promiſes of reforma- 
tion, is a wonderfull dangerous fault, it ſhewes a 
world of guile and hardneſſe in the hearty it ſhewes 
that a man flatters God with his lips, it ſhewes that 
hee hath ſet bis loue vpon ſinne, and if any man haue 
ſerued the Lordthns, like a deceitſull bow, ſome few 
times, as Pharoah did, let him bee aſſured that the 
Lord is euen out of all hope of him as it were, andif 
hee be gotten to ſome preſent eaſe and proſpetitie, 
it is becauſe the Lord is whetting his ſword to cut him 
off. Great is his danger that hath refuſed to teceiue 
correQion, and to turne, that hath beene as baſe mer. 
tall, which no melting can refine ,that hath beene like 
ſuch filthy clouts, which no waſhing can make cleane: 
that hath beene like the fretting leprefic , which after 
H 2 ſcraping 
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ſcraping offthe duſt and new — „doth breake 
out againe. That houſe muſt be pulled downe; thoſe 
clouts mult be caſt to the Dunghill, that mettall muſt 
be flung away, and that man muſt fincke into hell. I 
pray you euery man to conſider if himſelfe be not 
ſuch, and if hee bee, now take notice of thine hard - 
neſſe, wilfulneſſe, guilfulneſſe, loue of ſinne, con- 
tempt of Cods hand , obſtinacy againſt his rod, and 
now fall downe, and lament this ſinne, and returne to 
God againe : renew thy promiſes which thou 
madeſt in adverſitic, and ſecke to performe them, 
that thou maieſt not bee deſtroyed, O let this admo- 
nition of the word, ſo reuiue the remembrance of 
thy griefes, and of thy purpoſes, and of thy faire words 
which thou gaueſt vnto God and man, that thou mayſt 
tremble to thinke of thy great wickedneſle , in going 
backe frem thy good words to thy bad deeds, an 
mayeſt now returne againe to thy former purpoſes, 
and put them in execution, 

And ſecondly, brerhren, I muſt ſpeake to you all 


and each in regard of the preſent calamitie, your 
eyes tell you that God hath ſmitten you, who elſe 


could haue made the winde and flame to meete fo, 
right , and to continue together ſo long ? your cares 
tell you what vſe the Lord lookes that you ſhould 
make of his blowes. Now in the Lords name I re- 
queſt , yea require you, to take this happy counſell 
of our Lord Ia 2s Cuntisr. All of you in 
enerall muſt doc this, The Towne is as a common 
y, one Perſon, Tho this ſtroke haue not light 
vpon euery one, yet hath it falne vpon the whole, as 
the childe is corrected, when one part is made to 
ſmart; wherefore all in generall, ate called by God 
to 


— T 
cox care ul amendment of their lives. Doe not 
thinke, you 'whoſe and houſes ſtand intircand 
vntouched, that you be not as great offenders as your 
brethren; doe not chinke that the Lord hath not ſhewed 
his anger to you, and againſt you for your ſinnes. As 
the ton th offend in periurie, and the eares arc pu- 
niſhed by being nailed to the pilloriez and as the hand 
offendeth in theft, and the backe receiueth the ſtripes in 
being whipped : ſo when a whole Towne hath fiancd, 
God ſtriketh ſome one part forthe common ſiunes ,as 
here amon = , forif hee ſhould haue ſmitten eu 
one, it would haue beene the deſttuction ofthe Towne, 
and not their correction. And when hee findeth an 
whole Nation ſiufull, hee ſmiteth ſome Thwnes and 
Cities, to admonith all, as lately by the Plague; for if 
all ſhould haue beene alike ſmitten, all had beene loft. 
I beleech you therefore to ſee Gods hand againſt your 
{{ lucs for your offences, and reſolue to ſinne no more 
in any of thoſe things whereof you are guiltic. God 
hath thewed more gentleneſſe to you, in that others 
haue borne the blowes, which the finnes that you haue 
committed. as well as theirs, haue deſerued; make not 
alefle good vic of Gods hand, becauſe he hath ſhewed 
moreclemency and gentleneſſe. It it is an ill vſe of mer- 
cy to grow careleſſe and hard hearted. 

Let vs all therefore teſolue to ſinne no more, no 
mote to prouołe Gods anger, to hazard our ſelues no 
more ,no more to draw his ſtripes vpon vs. Is not this 
burning gteat enough? Haue not thoſe flames frigh- 
ted you enough? is not this loſſe ſufficient > Would 
you — another wind? a mote violent wind? 
a more furious flame r it not ( as I know you cannot 
H z make 
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male ſo fond a choiſe) O let che Lotd bane his pur- 
poſe, and attaine his deſires now at this once , without 
any more adoc. What can the childe gaine 
ing and ſetting light by bis fathers threats, but, that 
blowes muſt follow? VVhat by ſtout ing it out againſt 
one blow, and not regarding to mend at the firſt firoke, 
but that his father muſt take the rod in hand againe, 
and make him ſmart with harder ſtripes? Brethren 1 
haue often ſpoken to you in Gods name. The laſt Tueſ- 
day, my Text ſeruing, I called you to amendment, you 
ſee what hath followed. If being now admoniſhed a. 
gaine, after cortections, you refuſe to make this onely 
right vſe of both, the Lord will not be ſet downe, hee 
will deale peruerſly with the perverſe, as the Plalme 
hath it, and be hard-hearted with the hard-hearted , as 
we ſee in the caſe of Pharaoh; and though he may de- 
fer a time to giue you ſpace and time for amendment, 
yet in due time, and aſter a ſit ſpace he will againe re- 
turne to viſit you with more — Wherefore as 
you loue your owneeaſe, as you deſire the continu- 
ance of your proſperity , as you wifh no mote to ſeele 
ſuch fore and heauy croſſes, promiſe, reſolue, endeuour 
to inne no more, breake the Sabbath no more palpably, 
abuſe the Sacrament no more groſly. Bee no more 
drunken, bee no more ſparing to Drunkards , but let 
each of you practiſe ſobriety in himſelfe , andthe Go- 
uernours puniſh drunkenneſſe in others. Be no more 
feateleſſe of God, be no more vngrattull for your con- 
ſtant proſeruation; Get no more by vnrighteous dea- 
ling, or immoderate labour; kcepe no more from God 
or his poore , or the publike ſtate, ſpend no more waſt- 
fully, ſinſully, exceſſively , Be no more proud that you 
ate 


are rich 5 Truſt ua mere in viicertaine riches, couet not 
to get more, grumble not that you haue ſo little, enuy 
not that others exceed you in wealth. I pray you re- 
ſolue to fling from you all ſinnes, moſt of all your moſt 
pretious ſinues ; and in particular ; and with ſpeciall 
care, thoſe finnes which I haue named. Why will you 
not dwell in ſafetie, wh y will you not enioy your goods 
and houſes? Why will you nor ſaue your (clues from 
more and worſe miſeties ? The Lord ſends his Word 
amongſt you to make you profit by his blowes. Hee 
doth not grudge you your wealth, but takes it from you 
to giue you notice that your ſinnes diſpleaſe him. He is 
not delighted in your — no more than your ſelues 
are in the ſmart of your children; It is your amend- 
ment that hee ſceketh, endeuouteth, calleth for z and 
without this, nothing will, nothing can, nothing ſhould 
pleaſe him, If he ſhould cotrect for ſinne once, and after 
ſuffer it vmeformed, he ſhould deale vniuſtly, vnwiſely, 
weakely, not like himſelſe. Euher thoſe euils that I haue 
named, andthereft of which you are guilty, be naught 
and wicked, or they be not ſo. If they be not wicked, why 
ſhould he correct you at all? if they be, why ſhould he 
ceaſe cotrecting, afore you ceaſe ſinningꝰlt is not crying 
out, it is not roaring and lamenting , it is not a whim- 

ing confeſſion of ſinnes, it is not a clamorous calling 
for mercy , that will pacifie God, or ſerue your turnes 
for ſafety. All ſeeming remorſe, allſhewes of humili- 
ation, all blubbering and cryiag, is worth nothing, nay 
it is a greater prouocation to him, if withall, you ĩoyne 
not as the effect and fruit of all, this of our. bleſſed Sa- 
uiour, Sinne no more. Of this you muſt mind euery man 
himſelſe, euery one his or her yoke-fellow , his or her 
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